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Nov. 6, 2003 —Debra CGutierrez-
McGuire has spent her life
protecting the nost vul nerable in
society —the lives of children.

Last July, she was appointed
speci al assistant to M chigan
Suprene Court Chief Justice Maura D
Corrigan on foster care and adoption issues. The post is the
cul m nation of many years hel ping children achi eve stable hone
lives after suffering from abuse and negl ect.

Fresh out of Wayne State University |aw school in 1985,
Qutierrez-Mc@uire worked for the Detroit-based Legal A d and
Def ender Associ ation (LADA), where she represented children
subj ected to abuse and unsavory living conditions.

“The cases were very heart wenching,” said Gutierrez-MQuire.
“They ranged fromdirty houses and | ack of appliances to really
serious abuse.”

Sonetimes she would work on getting parents rehabilitated, but
when t he abuse was severe, she would work on term nating parents’
rights and finding the children foster or adoptive hones.

“I'f the parents can be worked with and re-educated, then
returning a child honme is a good thing. Usually children do want
to go back with their parents, but in sone instances you can't,”
she sai d.

Chi | dren who underwent abuse often suffered psychol ogically,
said Gutierrez-McGuire. They would act out, sonetinmes hurting
other children, sonetinmes abusing their dolls.

“I't is sad, and you can see that that’s what they' re used to,”
she sai d.

After LADA, CGutierrez-MQuire served as an assi stant attorney
general , representing the Fam |y | ndependence Agency, Wayne
County’s group of social workers.

In 1988, she joined the State Appellate Defender’s O fice,
where she represented children tried as adults in crimnal cases.
She worked on many nurder and arned robbery cases.

She joined the M chigan Suprene Court as a comm ssioner in
August 2002 before she was plucked by Chief Justice Corrigan to
be a special assistant.

In her new role, she has been talking to all of the people and
agencies involved in the adoption and foster care system |ike
the Fam |y | ndependent Agency, probate court judges, foster care
workers and famly court adm nistrators.

“We need to get sone permanency for these children. Wen they
have an adoptive famly that’s willing to take care of them
that’s a positive,” she said. “They know their future. They have
sone stability.”




One gl aring problem she and those working in the system have
unearthed is attorneys who failed to neet with children they were
representing.

“I just don’'t see why you would never neet with a client in
any role as a |awer,” she said. “What we were finding is that
children really had no voice.”

To rectify this problem the Supreme Court issued new forns
that stipulate a | awer nmust visit a child before he or she can
get paid.

“I was very pleased,” CQutierrez-MGQuire said of the
institution of the forns.

One area that Corrigan wanted to work on was cases that |inger
in the systemfor years, keeping children fromlanding in a
stabl e home.

“Children are | angui shing in procedural |inbo because the
courts aren’t noving fast enough to either get themback to their
homes or into adoptive hones,” said Gutierrez-MQiire.

As a response to this issue, the period a parent has to appeal
has been shortened to 14 days, and del ayed appeal s have been
elimnated altogether. The length of tinme for a Suprenme Court
revi ew has al so been cut.

CQutierrez-MCuire says these changes have made the adoption
and foster care process nore efficient and streanlined.

One upcom ng event that will be beneficial for children is
M chi gan Adoption Day on Nov. 25. Adoptions will be finalized in
thirty counties across the state. GQutierrez-MCQuire said
M chigan’s Adoption Day is by far the largest in the country;
nost ot her states’ adoption days occur in one or two cities.

When she took a juvenile justice class at Mchigan State
University as an undergraduate, Cutierrez-MQuire becane
fascinated with | egal issues. She always |iked | awer shows on
television and was riveted by the prospect of being a litigator.
Wth enmpl oynent at LADA and immersion in children’s issues, she
decided to nake it her life' s work.

CQutierrez-McGuire’s nother grew up in G and Rapids and her
father was raised in Holland. She was born in Madi son, Wsconsin
but |ived around the country and the world while grow ng up
because her dad was in the Air Force. She graduated from hi gh
school in Spain.

A nother of two sons, Mchael and Sean, Cutierrez-MQuire is
married to husband Daniel, who currently works at LADA. She has
lived in Gosse Pointe Park for 14 years.

“I really like the community spirit. It has this small town
feel,” she said of Gosse Pointe. “I |ove ny neighbors. W | ook
out for each other.”

When she is not working for children, Gutierrez-MGQuiire
wat ches her son play football or attends soccer ganmes that her
husband coaches.

GQutierrez-MQiire says she | oves working for Corrigan who, she
says, has an avid interest in children’s issues, and she has
enj oyed the conmuni cation between different parts of the adoption
and foster care system

“It’s been a real |earning experience,” she said.
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Debra Gutierrez-MCQuire, above, was nanmed Special Assistant to

M chi gan Suprene Court Justice Maura D. Corrigan for adoption and
foster care issues |ast July.



